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The article interrogates the way in which lesbian and gay organizations actively 
deployed a notion of unitary universal homophobia and evolutionary hierarchy of gay 
rights for their needs of legitimacy and community mobilization in a repressive 
political environment. By locating China in a global map of homophobia, 
organizations assigned themselves to the role of messenger from the West and the 
future it signifies, urging gay people to rid themselves of heterosexualized thoughts 
and behaviors so that they could become qualified educators to modernize the public, 
which is in accordance with official discourse that transfer the responsibilities of gay 
welfare improvement to gay individuals and their families. The desire to be modern, 
vanguard and de-heterosexualized also structures lesbians' identity formation and 
everyday practices. 
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